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Course	  Overview:	  
This	  course	  explores	  the	  complex	  interplay	  between	  the	  exercise	  of	  (national)	  
sovereignty	  and	  the	  dynamics	  of	  the	  various	  forces	  we	  call	  “globalization.”	  Broadly	  
speaking,	  we	  will	  examine	  the	  impact	  of	  global	  interactions	  on	  the	  ability	  of	  the	  state	  
to	  enact	  sovereign	  power	  in	  multiple	  ways.	  As	  such,	  we	  will	  survey	  the	  global	  flows	  
of	  capital,	  goods,	  services,	  technology,	  migration,	  and	  communications	  and	  assess	  
their	  effects	  on	  the	  capacity	  of	  state	  governments	  to	  exercise	  traditional	  instruments	  
of	  policy.	  We	  will	  also	  critically	  assess	  the	  extent	  to	  which	  these	  developments	  
provoke	  a	  reconsideration	  of	  conventional	  theoretical	  perspectives	  on	  the	  state	  and	  
global	  politics.	  	  
	  
Learning	  Objectives:	  
By	  the	  end	  of	  the	  course,	  students	  will	  be	  able	  to:	  

• Demonstrate	  familiarity	  with	  the	  dynamics	  and	  forces	  that	  we	  call	  
“globalization.”	  

• Demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  state	  sovereignty	  is	  
simultaneously	  challenged	  and	  reinforced	  by	  globalization.	  

• Demonstrate	  concrete	  knowledge	  and	  critical	  engagement	  with	  significant	  
topics	  and	  issues	  pertaining	  to	  globalization	  and	  state	  sovereignty.	  

	  
Required	  Texts:	  

• All	  assigned	  readings	  are	  available	  through	  the	  library’s	  access	  to	  academic	  
journals	  and/or	  on	  the	  class	  OWL	  webpage.	  

	  
COURSE	  REQUIREMENTS	  AND	  STUDENT	  ASSESSMENT	  	  
(Further	  details	  will	  be	  discussed	  in	  class	  and	  posted	  on	  OWL)	  
	  

• General	  participation:	  20%	  
• Think	  Piece:	  20%	  (DUE	  FEB	  27th)	  
• Discussion	  Lead:	  10%	  
• Reading	  Reflections:	  10%	  
• Final	  Research	  Paper:	  40%	  (DUE	  APR	  3rd)	  
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Course	  Format:	  
This	  is	  an	  upper-‐level	  seminar	  course	  based	  on	  the	  “flipped	  classroom”	  model.	  This	  
means	  that	  students	  come	  to	  class	  already	  having	  completed	  the	  readings	  each	  
week	  and	  armed	  with	  relevant	  questions	  and	  ideas	  in	  order	  to	  participate	  
actively	  in	  class	  discussions.	  Students	  are	  expected	  to	  attend	  every	  week	  and	  
participate	  in	  assigned	  classroom	  activities	  and	  general	  discussion	  and	  debate.	  In	  
general,	  classes	  will	  begin	  with	  an	  introduction	  to	  the	  topic	  of	  the	  day	  by	  me,	  and	  a	  
brief	  discussion	  of	  relevant	  items.	  Following	  this,	  I	  expect	  that	  our	  seminar	  
discussions	  for	  the	  day	  will	  critically	  engage	  the	  main	  points	  of	  the	  required	  
readings	  and	  raise	  provocative	  and	  engaging	  questions	  for	  discussion	  relating	  to	  the	  
themes	  of	  the	  week	  and	  the	  broader	  themes	  of	  the	  course.	  I	  will	  often	  raise	  
questions	  for	  general	  discussion,	  or	  I	  may	  ask	  you	  to	  engage	  with	  specific	  points	  
drawn	  from	  the	  readings	  to	  facilitate	  an	  active	  level	  of	  participation.	  Seminars	  only	  
work	  when	  participants	  are	  prepared,	  willing	  to	  share	  their	  ideas,	  and	  willing	  to	  
learn	  from	  one	  another.	  	  
	  
Success	  in	  this	  course:	  
This	  is	  not	  an	  “easy”	  course.	  There	  is	  a	  lot	  of	  material	  to	  cover,	  and	  the	  subject	  
matter	  is	  a	  combination	  of	  theory,	  case	  studies	  and	  analysis.	  I	  have	  high	  (but	  not	  
unreasonable)	  expectations	  for	  my	  students	  because	  I	  believe	  that	  you	  deserve	  that	  
respect.	  Importantly,	  the	  seminars,	  assigned	  readings	  and	  class	  participation	  
activities	  are	  all	  components	  of	  the	  course,	  and	  are	  instrumental	  in	  your	  learning.	  
Material	  covered	  in	  one	  component	  may	  not	  be	  covered	  in	  another.	  If	  you	  attend	  
the	  classes,	  read	  the	  assigned	  material,	  and	  participate	  in	  discussions	  and	  class	  
activities	  you	  will	  be	  well	  equipped	  to	  achieve	  the	  learning	  objectives	  of	  the	  course.	  
The	  key	  however,	  is	  to	  stay	  on	  top	  of	  things.	  You	  need	  to	  hit	  the	  ground	  running.	  Do	  
not	  put	  off	  the	  readings	  and	  do	  get	  a	  head	  start	  on	  whatever	  work	  you	  can.	  Utilize	  
your	  resources.	  Familiarize	  yourself	  with	  the	  course	  content	  on	  OWL.	  Contact	  me	  if	  
you	  have	  questions	  about	  the	  material	  or	  about	  assignments.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



 3 

Schedule	  of	  Topics	  and	  Reading	  Assignments	  (Preliminary-‐	  Subject	  to	  Change)	  	  
Winter	  Term	  2014	  	  
	  
(Please	  note	  that	  topics,	  order	  of	  topics,	  and	  assigned	  readings	  are	  subject	  to	  change	  
particularly	  in	  case	  of	  illness	  or	  inclement	  weather.	  If	  any	  changes	  do	  occur,	  students	  
will	  be	  given	  appropriate	  notice)	  
	  
January	  09:	   1.	  Introduction	  to	  the	  Course	  	  
	  
January	  16:	   2.	  Theorizing	  “Globalization”	  

What	  is	  “globalization”?	  We	  will	  explore	  and	  discuss	  “globalization”	  as	  
a	  contested	  concept.	  We	  will	  examine	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  
“globalization”	  is	  understood	  and	  how	  it	  is	  wielded	  in	  political	  
discourses.	  
- Kellner,	  Douglas	  (2002)	  Theorizing	  globalization	  Sociological	  

theory	  20,	  no.	  3:	  285-‐305.	  
- Hirst	  and	  Thompson	  (2002)	  The	  Future	  of	  Globalization	  

Cooperation	  and	  Conflict:	  Journal	  of	  Nordic	  International	  Studies	  
Association	  37(3):	  247-‐265	  

- Appadurai,	  Arjun	  (1990)	  Disjuncture	  and	  Difference	  in	  the	  Global	  
Cultural	  Economy	  Theory,	  Culture	  and	  Society	  7(2):	  295-‐310	  

	  
January	  23:	   3.	  Theorizing	  “Sovereignty”	  

What	  is	  “Sovereignty”?	  We	  will	  look	  at	  “sovereignty”	  as	  a	  concept	  
connected	  to	  the	  traditional	  exercise	  of	  power	  and	  policy	  by	  state	  
governments.	  We	  will	  also	  examine	  “sovereign	  power”	  as	  a	  mode	  of	  
governmentality	  and	  explore	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  “sovereign	  power”	  is	  
exercised	  in	  less	  obvious	  ways	  than	  traditional	  state	  policy.	  	  	  
- Connolly,	  ‘William	  E.	  (2004)	  “The	  Complexity	  of	  Sovereignty”	  in	  

Jenny	  Edkins,	  Véronique	  Pin-‐Fat	  and	  Michael	  J.	  Shapiro	  (eds),	  
Sovereign	  Lives:	  Power	  in	  Global	  Politics	  New	  York:	  Routledge:	  23-‐
40	  

- Agamben,	  Giorgio	  (1996)	  “Beyond	  Human	  Rights”	  in	  Paolo	  Virno	  
and	  Michael	  Hardt	  (eds),	  Radical	  Thought	  in	  Italy:	  A	  Potential	  
Politics	  .	  Minneapolis:	  University	  of	  Minnesota	  Press,	  1996:	  159-‐
165	  

- Arendt,	  Hannah	  (1951),	  ‘The	  Decline	  of	  the	  Nation-‐State	  and	  the	  
End	  of	  the	  Rights	  of	  Man’,	  in	  her	  Imperialism,	  Part	  II	  of	  The	  Origins	  
of	  Totalitarianism	  New	  York:	  Harvest:	  147-‐182.	  	  

	  
January	  30:	   4.	  Economic	  aspects	  of	  globalization:	  Trade	  flows	  and	  finance	  	  

How	  does	  economic	  globalization	  affect	  the	  state?	  How	  does	  economic	  
globalization	  affect	  people?	  This	  week,	  we	  look	  at	  the	  economic	  
aspects	  of	  globalization,	  focusing	  on	  the	  impact	  of	  trade	  and	  financial	  
flows,	  and	  the	  attendant	  movement	  of	  goods,	  services	  and	  capital	  that	  
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have	  such	  a	  large	  impact	  on	  state	  processes,	  on	  populations,	  and	  on	  
individuals.	  
- Rodrik,	  Dani	  (2012)	  “Global	  Poverty	  Amid	  Global	  Plenty:	  Getting	  

Globalization	  Right”	  at	  
http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3560	  	  

- Archer,	  Candace	  and	  Stefan	  Fritch	  (2010),	  “Global	  fair	  
trade:	  Humanizing	  globalization	  and	  reintroducing	  the	  normative	  
to	  international	  political	  economy,”	  Review	  of	  International	  
Political	  Economy	  Vol.	  17	  Issue	  1,	  p103-‐128	  

- Crotty,	  James	  (2009)	  “Structural	  causes	  of	  the	  global	  financial	  
crisis:	  a	  critical	  assessment	  of	  the	  ‘new	  financial	  architecture’”	  
Cambridge	  Journal	  of	  Economics	  33,	  563–580	  

	  
February	  06:	   5.	  Governance	  and	  globalization:	  institutions	  	  

How	  do	  states	  attempt	  to	  govern	  global	  processes?	  What	  institutions	  
are	  formed	  in	  efforts	  to	  both	  harness	  and	  counter	  the	  forces	  of	  
globalization?	  This	  week	  we	  examine	  the	  various	  institutions	  and	  
regional	  arrangements	  that	  exist	  in	  relation	  to	  globalization.	  	  	  
- Williamson,	  John	  (2003)	  “The	  Washington	  Consensus	  and	  

Beyond,”	  Economic	  and	  Political	  Weekly,	  Vol.	  38,	  No.	  15	  (Apr.	  12-‐18,	  
2003),	  pp.	  1475-‐1481	  

- Hameiri,	  Shahar,	  and	  Kanishka	  Jayasuriya	  (2011)	  "Regulatory	  
Regionalism	  and	  the	  Dynamics	  of	  Territorial	  Politics:	  The	  Case	  of	  
the	  Asia-‐Pacific	  Region."	  Political	  Studies	  59,	  no.	  1:	  20-‐37.	  

- Urata,	  Shujiro	  (2002)	  "Globalization	  and	  the	  growth	  in	  free	  trade	  
agreements."	  Asia	  Pacific	  Review	  9,	  no.	  1:	  20-‐32.	  

	  
February	  13:	   6.	  The	  politics	  of	  globalization	  I:	  Globalization	  as	  ideology	  	  

Who	  advocates	  for	  globalization	  as	  a	  positive	  development?	  Who	  
benefits	  from	  globalization?	  This	  week,	  we	  will	  examine	  the	  language	  
around	  “globalization”	  (or	  rather,	  “globalism”)	  as	  being	  ideologically	  
motivated,	  consisting	  of	  powerful	  narratives	  that	  promote	  specific	  
world	  views	  rooted	  in	  existing	  power	  structures.	  	  
- Steger,	  Manfred	  B.	  (2005)"From	  market	  globalism	  to	  imperial	  

globalism:	  Ideology	  and	  American	  power	  after	  
9/11."	  Globalizations	  2,	  no.	  1:	  31-‐46.	  

- Hardt,	  Michael,	  and	  Antonio	  Negri	  (2009)	  Preface	  to	  Empire.	  
Harvard	  University	  Press.	  

- Stiglitz,	  D.	  Joseph	  (2009)	  "Moving	  Beyond	  Market	  Fundamentalism	  
To	  A	  More	  Balanced	  Economy"	  Annals	  of	  Public	  and	  Cooperative	  
Economics80,	  no.	  3:	  345-‐360	  

	  
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<READING	  WEEK>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>	  
	  
February	  27:	   7.	  The	  politics	  of	  globalization	  II:	  Identity,	  culture,	  resistance	  	  



 5 

How	  does	  globalization	  (and	  globalism)	  affect	  or	  construct	  particular	  
identities	  (national	  or	  otherwise)?	  Is	  there	  a	  “global	  culture”?	  What	  
forms	  of	  resistance	  to	  globalization	  can	  we	  observe?	  This	  week	  we	  
will	  look	  at	  the	  various	  ways	  that	  actors’	  identities	  are	  shaped	  by	  
global	  processes	  and	  the	  ways	  that	  various	  actors	  resist	  and	  challenge	  
the	  forces	  of	  globalization.	  
- Smith,	  Jackie	  (2012)	  “Transnational	  Activism	  and	  Global	  Social	  

Change,”	  in	  Global	  Civil	  Society:	  Shifting	  Powers	  in	  a	  Shifting	  World,	  
Heidi	  Moksnes	  and	  Mia	  Melin	  (eds),	  Uppsala:	  Uppsala	  University	  
Press	  pp.	  9-‐26	  

- Kaldor,	  Mary	  (2003)	  "The	  idea	  of	  global	  civilsociety."	  International	  
affairs	  79,	  no.	  3:	  583-‐593.	  

- Cho,	  Y.	  H.,	  Charles	  Leary,	  and	  Stephen	  J.	  Jackson	  (2012)	  "Special	  
Issue:	  Glocalization	  and	  sports	  in	  Asia."	  Sociology	  of	  Sport	  
Journal	  29,	  no.	  4:	  421-‐558.	  
	  

March	  06:	   8.	  Globalization	  and	  the	  environment:	  	  ecological	  challenges,	  	  
	   	   regulatory	  responses	  	  

What	  impact	  does	  globalization	  have	  on	  the	  environment?	  What	  role	  
does	  the	  state	  play	  in	  ameliorating/worsening	  the	  ecological	  
challenges	  presented	  by	  globalization?	  This	  week	  we	  look	  at	  the	  
various	  ways	  that	  the	  dynamics	  of	  globalization	  contribute	  to	  
environmental	  degradation,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  the	  state	  
attempts	  to	  exercise	  control	  over	  the	  detrimental	  effects	  of	  
globalization.	  	  	  
- Dalby,	  Simon	  (2002)	  "Security	  and	  Ecology	  in	  the	  Age	  of	  

Globalization."	  Environmental	  Change	  and	  Security	  Project	  
Report	  8,	  no.	  101:	  4	  

- Davis,	  Mike	  (2006)	  "Planet	  of	  slums."	  New	  Perspectives	  
Quarterly	  23,	  no.	  2:	  6-‐11	  

- Clapp,	  Jennifer	  (2003)	  “Transnational	  corporate	  interests	  and	  
global	  environmental	  governance:	  negotiating	  rules	  for	  
agricultural	  biotechnology	  and	  chemicals,”	  Environmental	  Politics	  
12(4):	  1-‐23	  

	  
March	  13:	   9.	  Globalization	  and	  conflict:	  terrorism,	  new	  wars,	  people	  	   	  
	   	   movements	  	  

What	  are	  the	  relationships	  between	  conflict	  and	  globalization?	  How	  
does	  globalization	  contribute	  to	  conflict,	  and	  how	  does	  globalization	  
affect	  state	  responses	  to	  perceived	  threats?	  This	  week	  we	  will	  look	  at	  
the	  intimate	  connections	  between	  globalization,	  terrorism,	  “new	  
wars,”	  and	  state	  responses	  to	  migration.	  
- Roy,	  Olivier	  (2008)	  "Islamic	  terrorist	  radicalisation	  in	  

Europe."	  European	  Islam.	  Challenges	  for	  public	  policy	  and	  society,	  
Brussels:	  Centre	  for	  European	  Policy	  Studies	  
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- Castles,	  Stephen	  (2002)	  "Migration	  and	  community	  formation	  
under	  conditions	  of	  globalization."	  International	  migration	  
review	  36,	  no.	  4:	  1143-‐1168.	  

- Tanguy,	  Joelle	  (2003)	  “Redefining	  Sovereignty	  and	  Intervention”	  
Ethics	  and	  International	  Affairs	  17	  no.1:	  141-‐148	  

	  
March	  21:	  	   10.	  	  Globalization	  and	  new	  technologies:	  information,	  	   	  
	   	   communication,	  surveillance	  	  

What	  new	  possibilities	  are	  introduced	  with	  globalized	  technologies	  
and	  information	  networks?	  This	  week	  we	  will	  examine	  the	  myriad	  
political	  and	  economic	  implications	  of	  rapid	  communication	  
technologies	  including	  social	  networking	  and	  democratized	  access	  to	  
massive	  amounts	  of	  information.	  We	  will	  look	  at	  state	  responses	  to	  
these	  technologies,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  use	  of	  these	  technologies	  by	  states	  
for	  surveillance	  purposes	  and	  biometric	  modalities	  of	  control.	  
- Castells,	  Manuel	  (2008)	  "The	  new	  public	  sphere:	  Global	  civil	  

society,	  communication	  networks,	  and	  global	  governance."	  The	  
ANNALS	  of	  the	  American	  Academy	  of	  Political	  and	  Social	  
Science	  616,	  no.	  1:	  78-‐93.	  

- Sassen,	  Saskia	  (2004)	  "The	  Global	  City:	  Introducing	  a	  
Concept."	  Brown	  J.	  World	  Affairs	  11:	  27	  

- Coleman,	  Gabriella	  (2011)"Hacker	  Politics	  and	  Publics."	  Public	  
Culture	  23,	  no.	  3	  65:	  511-‐516	  

	  
March	  27:	   11.	  TBD	  

	  
April	  03:	  <<<<<<<	  FINAL	  ANALYTICAL	  RESEARCH	  ESSAY	  DUE	  >>>>>>	  
	   	   12.	  Globalization	  and	  National	  Soveriegnty:	  Whither	  the	  state	  
	   	   This	  week	  we	  will	  wrap-‐up	  the	  course	  by	  reflecting	  on	  what	  	   	  
	   	   globalization	  can	  tell	  us	  about	  sovereignty,	  and	  what	  sovereignty	  can	  	  
	   	   tell	  us	  about	  globalization.	  Where	  does	  the	  state	  fare	  in	  an	  	   	  
	   	   increasingly	  globalized	  world?	  Is	  this	  even	  the	  correct	  question?	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



APPENDIX TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINES 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 
Prerequisite checking - the student’s responsibility 
"Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in 
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be 
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for 
failing to have the necessary prerequisites." 
 
Essay course requirements 
With the exception of 1000-level courses, most courses in the Department of Political Science are essay 
courses.  Total written assignments (excluding examinations) will be at least 3,000 words in Politics 1020E, at 
least 5,000 words in a full course numbered 2000 or above, and at least 2,500 words in a half course 
numbered 2000 or above. 
 
Use of Personal Response Systems (“Clickers”) 
"Personal Response Systems ("clickers") may be used in some classes. If clickers are to be used in a class, it is 
the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and functional. Students must see their 
instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker is malfunctioning. 
Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to compute a portion of the course grade: 
• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence, 
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt to commit a 
scholastic offence." 
 
Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current  Western Academic Calendar 
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/) 
"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student assignments, tests and exams 
will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. Particularly in this respect, leaving student work 
unattended in public areas for pickup is not permitted."    
 
Duplication of work 
Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two different courses 
must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of the assignment.  If prior approval is not 
obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to accept the assignment. 
 
Grade adjustments 
In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, the Department may 
require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental guidelines. 
 
Academic Offences 
"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, 
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf ." 
 



Submission of Course Requirements 
 
ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED 
BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE 
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE DOOR.   
 
THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE.   
 
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and 
Academic Policy.  http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/  
 
Students registered in Social Science should refer to http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/ 
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp for information on Medical Policy, Term 
Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended Absences, Documentation and other 
Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students should refer to their home faculty’s academic counselling 
office. 
 

Plagiarism 
 
"Plagiarism:  Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea, or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks 
where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic 
offence." (see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).  
 
Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject 
to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com ( 
http://www.turnitin.com )." 
 
Multiple-choice tests/exams:  "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to 
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that 
may indicate cheating." 
 
Note: Information excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship and 
Academic Policy.  http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/  
 

PLAGIARISM* 
 
 In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is 
the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas.  Different forms of writing require 
different types of acknowledgement.  The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in 
academic papers. 
 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/havingproblems.asp
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/


A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge 
that the words are those of another writer. 

 
 You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other 
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs.  Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the 
author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote 
number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the 
bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay).  This footnote should indicate 
author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number. 
 
 Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with 
more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential 
references.  In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off 
from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own 
words.  Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or 
paragraph which is not your own. 
 
B. In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs. 
 
 You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or 
sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement 
given in 'A' above.  Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks.  Be certain, 
however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your 
source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above. 
 
 Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has 
expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read.  Where you got your ideas is the important 
consideration here.  Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another 
writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently.  Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source 
outside your own thinking on the subject. 
 
 In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish 
clearly between what is yours and what is not.  Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make 
this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as 
intentional literary theft.  Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a 
course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University. 
 
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History 
Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History 
August 13, 1991 

Accessibility at Western:  Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information in plain text format, 
or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or physical space accessible to you. 

SUPPORT SERVICES 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 

mailto:poliscie@uwo.ca
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

